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SYNTHESIS OF DOPAMINE-MODIFIED POLYETHYLENE GLYCOL
COMPLEXED WITH Fe*
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Abstract: Using p-nitrophenyl chloroformate as the activating agent, the synthesis of a dopamine modified linear
PEG polymer PEG-(DOPA), was studied, the compound is characterized by UV-Vis and NMR spectroscopy as
well as Rheology. Experimental results show that PEG -10000 is modified with dopamine groups with high
coupling efficiency of 98.0%; with increase of pH from 3.5 to 12, dopamine groups coordinates with Fe®” with
stoichiometry changing from mono- to tris; at a certain polymer concentration (>9 % (w/v), dopamine: Fe’"=3:1)
and pH=12, a solution of PEG-(DOPA), could coordinate with Fe’" and form a PEG-DOPA-Fe’" hydrogel with
multifunctional properties, such as pH sensitive and self-healing ability, having potential uses in biomedical
applications as well as underwater adhesives.
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BT (RIS R 27D 1R
GBS (HSREDH; B
UVmini-1240 8458 - 0] W20 66 FE vk 36 [
Spectrum Soilstik pH 11 H18437. % 8103BN Ross -1l
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Fig.1 Synthetic pathway for synthesis of Dopamine-modified
PEG

SR A R I R AL S PR BRI LR &
% PEG-(p-NPC),. PEG-10000(10.0077 g, 1.00 mmol)
WHARAE 50 mL — & e, A= (306.8 uL,
220 mmol). FEE/TIRY MBI BEFET, K iz
TR N 1 S AR 2 DR ST IR TR (1.2094 g,
6.00 mmol) ] 10 mL & Hperf. fH 22°C MK
$E 48 ho SN NaCl S RZEEL 1k, AL
AT TCKBRIRAN T4 30 min. Fh)E, W46, TR
Gz T RIA TR ST, A A EDTE R,
g, EATE. EE LRI, 5t
1] PEG-(p-NPC),. PEG Jiii 8 HEAH 0] il B AL Sl TR
By AR R R 3 et EE e, 4381 99.0 %
%, "H NMR (500 MHz, CDCL3): &, ppm 3.07 (m,
4H), 3.37-3.88 (br, 910H), 4.41 (m, 4H), 7.36 (d,
4H), 825 (d, 4H).

% 0% PEG-(p-NPC), 53R % Bl S W il
% PEG-(DOPA),. fEA/IRY AMEE 22°CF, #h1R
Z B (0.3692 g, 1.94 mmol) ¥ fiE{E 4 mL NN- "
L F i, NN = 2% (324.0 uL, 2.32 mmol),
PiFE 20 mine FZAEET A S PEG-(p-NPC),

(2.0005 g, 0.19 mmol) ¥ 12 mL — 5 FHeisii -
it 48 h J5 FUS IS RN o W T A VA TR v 204
MK Gl A AEUEEdTH, g, 8T
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12 he B THRAIRER T 0.01 mol/L HCL i), %%
AN TR A 3500 M@ asr, Jabik)EA
0.0001 mol/L EhM¥s v dtATiENT. 48 h JGik4i 1
e, 134115 PEG-(DOPA), /", £ [JiZ5 PEG 1
BRAEIL L vkl e, RIDZCHE S B brfE, o
HEROTWSZEIEEEEA 97.8%. ' H NMR
(500 MHz, CDCls): &, ppm 2.62 (m, 4H), 3.19-3.89
(br, 910H), 4.14 (m, 4H), 5.00 (m, 2H), 6.50 (d, 2H),
6.65 (s, 2H), 6.75 (d, 2H).
1.3 PEG-(DOPA), 5§ Fe’ BRAHRRAEIN-ATI
(UV-Vis) itk il =
) 2 A0 - w1 WL 43 6 6 BE vl € T PEG-

(DOPA), 55 Fe’ T & Hiv WiAE AN pH 1) UV-Vis il
K, M DOPA 5 Fe’ MRt Lz hilfe 3:1. 3%
NP ERECHIANE pH AW (1D Bl 100 mL
0.525 mM FeCl; /K (0.0142 g FeCl; -6H,0) 5

(2) Fid#l 50 mL PEG-(DOPA), (0.4031 g, DOPA
WEEH 1.554 mM) JKEW;  (3) HU IR FeCl; #
PEG-(DOPA), % 4% 1.5 mL, &7 3.0 mL %

(4) ZIRA W I —& & 1) 0.1 mol/L NaOH,
PSS K1 EEHIA R pH AW (3.0 mL)
I NaOH [ & .

% 1 E#IAE pH PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe* SR &AMk

Table I  Preparation of PEG-(DOPA), and Fe** mixed dilute
solutions at different pH

BAW (3.0 mL) pH 0.1 mol/L NaOH (uL)

1 3.5 0

2 4.5 15
3 6.0 25
4 8.0 31

5 9.3 48
6 10.0 59
7 12.0 35%

*1 mol/L NaOH (uL)

1.4 pH @#2 PEG-(DOPA), 5§ Fe BLlii s &
(PEG-DOPA-F&’) 7K AR

B AN [R] ¥6 BE 1) PEG-(DOPA), KW, Wi
5% PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe’ [l e or A8 e A% il o i 78
ff) 400 pL AN[FHK EEIK) PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe* Tl fir 4
K B R A% R A BRI (D)W r '
PEG-(DOPA), #] 200 pL & 7/KH; (2) Ji Lk
PEG-(DOPA), %, # DOPA 5 Fe* )Rt & Lt
1 3: 1 IMAGE R FeCL WL YRG0 L 228

B (E: ()TN NaOH [ 1k 27 pH.
BT 400 uLo (4)7E— 5 pH FIHEEE T,
PEG-(DOPA), 5 F&’ R AEASHE, A AT AR i
HURAS K PEG-DOPA-Fe™ Wi s /K 1% «
1.5 BERTENE

AR 2 S I SR T AT SR e B DL R 3 i X
BT fF pH A U sSER b, EEFRHIAE 20°C,
BIYITEAR N 1%, Wi 1 HZ, W5 He i A4
FERTERAE AR pH BEIN A AR .

2 HREE

2.1 PEG-(p-NPC), #1 PEG-(DOPA), B & B R 4544

VR

FIFHX SRR FE S IR EE 4 PEG-10000 Uiy ¥4
SR, R — 2 =4 PEG-(p-NPC),.
FI T = O, IS R 2 MK
N, 1% PEG-(DOPA),. & 1 PEG-(DOPA),
AR, TR LIRS A T R A
SN IR T K TR TV ORG BA & 22 C 1HR
AP NREAT . RABENT A AT AL, 193 =2l
PEG-(DOPA), /' it o Fl AL BEIEARE AT 23 6
B R B UE T3 AL ) 7 9 PEG-(p-NPC), Al
PEG-(DOPA), M14i#, Kl 2 /& PEG-(p-NPC), Al
PEG-(DOPA), IR R ("H NMR) & .
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Fig.2 (a) '"H NMR of PEG-(p-NPC),; (b) '"H NMR of
PEG-(DOPA),
M 'HNMR 5] LA Y, 74 PEG-(DOPA), (1)1
Kb D& 58 MR — 2 1Y) PEG-(p-NPC),.
EL &4k 4 PEG-(p-NPC), EiK 2 (a) 1, %
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¥ _EH BRI EBLE 7.0 ppm LA L 522 AR TS,
PEG-(DOPA), & 2 (b) & M L H 1)
PERS AT AE ) 7.0 ppm LAR, PEdhARR 4. M
"H NMR % ) TR 55 Y p-NPC A1 DOPA 735
5 PEG MIMRIEE, H{E 5 40 66 EE kAR 1 (E AH T

(3R 2) 0 B A G it 28 A alidk F Bl 4% 1) 22 EUi%
5 PEG fHI# Ak 98%.

%2 p-NPC 1 DOPA 5 PEG BYBEAZR

Table 2 Coupling efficiencies in PEG-(p-NPC), and
PEG-(DOPA),

DOPA 5
RIEFA -NPC 5 PEG %
r PEG flEHR
UV-Vis EL 8k 99.0% =+ 3.0% 97.8% + 3.0%
(CYFAT S5 50D A Sremaae
'"H NMR B4 A 51 99.0% 98.0%

2.2 AR pH T P EG-(DOPA), #iA il 5 Fe' BLiLfY

FONAT i

R pH, 2 IE LR (catechol) 7]
Ll Fe®'™ 15 =“ROR AL 5 :  (catechol)s-Fe™”,
(catechol),-Fe’™ Fll catechol-Fe’ (&l 3). WFSTHEN,
PRI VLR (1WA 5 R TE (pH=5), Fe¥ 2
LL—MiA7 catechol-Fe* T alA7 A 2438 H1) 3 /K I

(pH~8), HL9HIE, (HIH VIR i 2 L]

FEZT pH M 5 B 8 15485, 1l B R Fe¥'
%, Ccatechol) -Fe* 1 (catechol) 5-Fe* TR AT 45,
M5 LI DUAE 2 2% 52 R B 11 (R AR LA ]G, B
G UUAE 22 38 1, A DR 22 BAT R P F H
P« Waite /NFI ] pH 4% 075 | R DUER L AC G
JEEL, 46 T T VOB R 4 R KB AR
AWFFHET 43 T4 10000 ILLBIER 4 1, Hl#%
T 2 OB ER & B2 DhRe A Kl o

HO
OHH0-<; >“ A o _QWJJ 0 o
TR RS el Vel Vel et
o "o +pH S +PH o ‘o
gr +pH +FH
—Ef —gh =mu

3 pH i F Fe'" 5 ) LMy R AL I L A 45
Fig.3 pH-Induced complexation structures between Fe** and
catechol

R Ab-0] WoLiH A, Wl PEG- (DOPA),
MV 5 Fe*' (DOPA 5 Fe* "W fr1 &ty 3:1)7EA
[7i] pH I ) UV-Vis % K (K] 4), 322 #] PEG-(DOPA),

5 Fe’ R [FIRA L i il o BEAG VW pH BT
T, B BT R AR AR O TR, &
B2 UV-Vis WS ) 07 B sh . IRYIESIE T,
16 779 nm AoAqAbn] LIS B — 59 1) sE i i s 7
HPERSSRE AC 0 N, SRR &5 578 nm; 7E
SRERIESE T, EERSUER A 492 nm. Waite 25
U 5 A0 PR R S e (07 e 1 9, g B e i i
O3 WIUASE g 5 DOPA-Fe™ e A7 25 A4 1ty 5 Ak W Wi e
(779 nm, ¥EHEEE(). (DOPA),-Fe' —Hifv7(578 nm,
VU L 5 (1) T (DOPA)s-Fe™ = It A7, 25 H4) (1 R 11
W4 (492 nm, YRR S A(0).

—pH3.5
el pH 4.5
08 F pH =120 pH 6.0
0.7 - -'19I nm pH 8.0
= 06 Py e —pH 9.3
R 05k \;11/ N — pH 10.0
=04 N\ \ngfnf pH 12.0
03 ST
02 F Ny . pH=3.5
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01 R
0 L L s S M SO R} i |
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i

Fig.4 UV-Vis spectra of PEG-(DOPA), and Fe*" dilute
solutions under different pH

2.3 pH i T#I#%& PEG-DOPA-Fe’ & BA 7K £ A%
BAVEFE—LHFSCT pH i+~ PEG-(DOPA),
(1 v vk W Fe HC A AT I T K B . AE
DOPA 5 Fe*" W)l L 3:1 IS BT, WFgt—
SE W Z 1) PEG-(DOPA), 15 Fe’ A [F] pH T Rk ik
A5 L. {E pH=3.5 Itf, PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe’ &
WL LW 24 pH=8 I, WEIREEAR e W (kh
W ANBEIKEERE; 24 pH S 12 I, ¥R
T A B ELAT R I R v L R VR AT KR, L
Pk BB I i . [N R AT AT pHL Y,
PE, 4 pH HEIRRYERT, 5 AR BT B A4
Bl S fime X FZLERHEAR pH i, 2 Bk
LMY S P R FI LA 5 2 MRIEBR S5 h i 4%
£, DOPA 5 Fe** 3% L #. DOPA {3 DOPA J&
X5 F HEATHOAL, A DU HL AT 2 45 4 1)
PEG-(DOPA), & Az AC KB /K s s AHAE st 4%
'~ , DOPA 5 Fe’ /L plifese —fifZ (DOPA) ;-Fe'*
ghky, TVENACHR AL, 51 PEG-(DOPA), R/ T2
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K15 PEG-DOPA-Fe* X1t (PEG-(DOPA), WK [ 4 15 %
(wiv)) 7E pH=3.5 I pH=12 IS AR A (DOPA & Fe**
oKLy 3:1)

Fig.5 Color and state of PEG-DOPA-Fe** cross-liked gels
(PEG-(DOPA),: 15 % (w/v)) at pH=3.5 and pH=12

HAWAR 9 AIE T PEG-DOPA-Fe™ /K it

I AR, S H K BRI A 2R R RG 34T A 1 g 2
fit. & 6 7 PEG-(DOPA), HIKIZE R 15% (wiv)
I, PEG-DOPA-Fe’ 7K Bt/ AE pH T T ik e fhi e
AR (G GBI AR 4 . 7 pH=3.5 I},
KRN EER R G RIBUERERE G T 0, Fe*'
55 DOPA Aifr, AGeslE PEG REWZ I KA
AW, SEFBOIRES: AV pH (AT R 12 1), K
IR K BT AR o R AR 58 S8 P i BB AR
G UL IR e iikE R/ G Il N, JF HA&RERE
G A TR R G, HU b BT 1 kPa,
5 R7E pH=12 It} PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe* 'l 45 kit
WIS PEG RAWIRACHE, TEREATRE LR
PEG-DOPA-Fe* 7K1 o

5 1600

£ 1400 —-G

® 1200 —=G"

= 1000

E g 80

st

@ 200 | OPHPES B o= 12

ES

= 0 2 10

4 6
wf[E (s)
K16 PEG-DOPA-Fe* /Kiit/li (PEG-(DOPA), i E K 15 %
(W) £E pH I T il BERE R AR AFER (G, G ™) B I 7] 1)
Ak
Fig.6 pH-Induced change of storage modulus G’ and loss
modulus G” of a PEG-DOPA-Fe** hydrogel (PEG-(DOPA),:
15 % (w/v)) with time

3 AL PEG-(DOPA), i 7 pH=12
5 Fe & KB BL, Hrh DOPA 5
Fe' W) IR L bl AE 3:1. SCER s R EoR, 4
PEG-(DOPA), 55 T8 T 9 % (wiv)if, 3550
TE R 2T (5, PEG-DOPA-Fe® AZE /K BEE, 15T 9%
(W) [F] PEG-(DOPA), A BE B I 5 [H] W) Fifi &

PEG-(DOPA), % (11311, PEG-DOPA-Fe’ /K

B HOHLARE RE R 2 B2 AR AR, BE A e ) sk
5 G Bt PEG-(DOPA), ¥4 FE 184 i hi 489 4

% 3 TREIREH PEG-(DOPA), 5 Fe’ (DOPA 5 Fe'" #)
FRHIE LA 3:1) TEERCERIER

Table 3 Formation of PEG-DOPA-Fe** hydrogels (DOPA: Fe**

=3:1) at different polymer concentrations
PEG-(DOPA), i J¥

Cwiv, TREBILL) IRARTE BB (kPa)
7 % (W/V) RTE S 0
8 % (W/V) RTE SIS 0
9 % (W/V) T Rt M ~0.6
15 % (W/v) B BB ~1.2
20 % (W/v) B BB ~1.5

ALl Waite 55 N R ILIFIHEAENR DL 223 5 ] 3G
PiE R R R A RE R A L0, ST kmgiy
PEG-(DOPA), 55 Fe’ B i JE k) PEG-DOPA-Fe*
KB BAT A, B 7 7% PEG-DOPA-Fe'
IKEEE (PEG-(DOPA), #EE N 15 % (w/v) YFITH &
PE. PEG-DOPA-Fe’ tliz (&7 Ca)Fl (b) )ik
Jeis ARG PR BTN R I B A, IX PR BE Ak
HiAE 1~2 min N PUEM @A (B 7(c)(d)) -
Rl 5 AT S 2 B 2 TR I R R S PR . 1X
RAG T 7 Fe* M % R )L 2Ry 2 Ja) 7]
AT PR RN, Messersmith 25 V28 R 51
BB ARERHEE ST 5 2 BRI LA B 2 [h]
(A AE LA F 55 1m0 S b & s s, i HLBLAT
AR ST, M5 PEG-DOPA-Fe' 7Kk
S (10 B A IR AR 2 2 A A B A i kS wE rp ik
ITHRIE .

Cclin (d)

(a) (b) I :

BT (@) e [T B (b) I B D) P B () A (d) P B
i T Rl 7E—E(DOPA 15 Fe™™ iy it bt 3:1)
Fig.7 The gel was formed into a circular hydrogel (a), cut into
two pieces (b), fused together (c) and (d)

i

P RIREE P N LR A O -
(10000) E /K CEAER K, BHIXEES R
EARN TR A I AN XS R Ay

i



HE PR AR (A AR AR 39

PEG-(DOPA),. I FHAZ R A1 43 6 B H AR
i) 774 PEG-(p-NPC), Ml PEG-(DOPA), #H1T T 454
FAE, giRERE LR (100000 52 ERE1HE
I ik 98.0%. PEG-(DOPA), WiVl 5 Fe®'fr4
Ah-0] WHECHESGUE T 7EAN A pH 1), DOPA 5
F&' REURFIRCA o, BEE pH #5k, £
UV-Vis WC U [7) 55 9% 2500 1 82 301 24 pH 15 2
12 I, —EW [ PEG-(DOPA), il AT LL S Fe’
RARGERNT, 51 Ry PSR, Hs—
Flogr M AT pH MUBPEAN [ @k 25 2 oh R M K
J2 5 AR B S 2 TR AR g oK R HLWR 2
A SR AN .
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