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Royal Tutors and Construction of Royal Family’s Literary Education in Northern Qi
Dynasty
SUN Bao
(Confucius Cultural Institute, Qufu Normal University, Jining 273100, China)
Abstract: Royal tutors were roughly divided into three types in Northern Qi Dynasty, namely three tutors of
empire, three tutors or vice —tutors of prince, and academic officers of Imperial College. Three tutors of
empire were usually served by the emperor’s subordinates or relatives, who played a decisive role in the
power distribution of the dynasty regime and also had a clear political stance of advocating the Xianbei
nobles and suppressing the Han people. Three tutors of prince were usually served by the Xianbei nobles or
royal family members and three vice—tutors of prince were basically nominated by celebrities, who were
usually the literary leaders of new literary trend. Most of academic officers of Imperial College, were humble
Confucian scholars, being proficient, diligent and reliable. Royal tutors had played important roles in
shaping the characteristics of imperial literature and education in Northern Qi Dynasty. Meanwhile, the
dual -way structure was formed between the families of royal tutors’ and royal members’. In performing
duties, royal tutors tended to apply their relevant concepts of teaching the princes or emperors to educate
their own family children. And then, their descendants would lead the development of scholarly atmosphere
and literary trends from Northern Qi to the early Tang Dynasty.

Key words:royal tutors; literary education; three tutors of empire; three vice—tutors of prince; construction



