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Exploration on Zhang Huang’s thought on Xing and Qi
——An Analysis of Textual Error in Ming Ru Xue An
WEN Bi-fang, LU Tian—cheng
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)
Abstract: An extract of Zhang Huang’ s Tu Shu Bian in Ming Ru Xue An is given a quite different
interpretation from the original text on the descriptions of Zhang Huang’ s Xing and (Qi. The major
difference lies in whether Xing and Qi are identical. As a starting point, this paper focused Zhang Huang’ s
thought on Xing and Qi. We argue that Zhang Huang shifted the focus of relationship between Xing and Qi
to the discussion of Xing and Qizhi under the Yang Ming’ s viewpoint of Xing being identical to Qi. With
an explicit definition of Qizhi, Zhang Huang emphasized on postnatal Xiqi, and the implementation of moral
cultivation of Xigi. In this way, Zhang Huang not only showed his comment on the social issues and pointed
out the emptiness of Yang Ming’ s theory, but also effectively responded to the challenge of heresy. The
final foothold of Zhang Huang’s thought on Xing and Qi stressed on the cultivation of inner mind and the
perfection of kindness, attaining the goal of goodness of human nature in ethnics.

Key words: Zhang Huang; Xing and Qi; Ming Ru Xue An; cultivation of human nature
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