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Relationship between Laozi’ s Three Core Concepts and his Thought of Small Country
with Sparse Population
CHENG Qiang
(School of Marxism, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550018, China)

Abstract: The ultimate purpose of Laozi’ s Five Thousand Words lies in his ideal society, the small
country with sparse population. Among them, three core concepts have played a key role in shaping the
small country with sparse population, i.e. Wu (nothingness) , Independence, and Mutual Promotion and
Restraint. Wu, no civilization confinement, refers to the fact that all the people have no desire and no
demand for abundant material. Independence refers to the fact that the country of small with sparse
population is self —independent and people do not communicate with the outside world. Contrary to the
common usage, Laozi’ s Mutual Promotion and Restraint, refers to the fact that people should avoid
extremity in his life. These three concepts are also interlinked, forming an holistic system and providing
theoretical legitimacy for the thought of the small country with sparse population.

Key words: Laozi; nothingness; independence; mutual promotion and restraint; small country with sparse

population people
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