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The Spread of New Poetry in Southwest Rear Area during Anti—Japanese War
XUN Li-bo
(School of Humanities, Qujing Normal College, Qujing 55011, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of the Resistance War against Japan, with the original cultural towns at the
war forefront falling into the enemies’ hands, the original communicative ecology of the modern poetry has
been seriously destroyed. In the meanwhile, southwest rear areas have become an important soil for the
spread of new poetry basing on aggregation of economy, culture, education and population. Among them, in
the eight years of anti—Japanese war, the publishing institutions in Chongqing, Guilin, Chengdu, Kunming
and other citiess accounted for more than 80% of the whole country, and the total number of newly—added
newspapers and periodicals reached 2,000-plus, which provided important opportunity for the spread of new
poetry. In addition, under the special ecological and wartime conditions, to meet the need of mobilizing
artists for the resistance movement, new approaches for new poetry communication, such as poetry reading
and street poems have been made through adapting to local conditions and overcoming resource constraints.
In fact, during the war, the Kuomintang’ s cultural dictatorship, which was intensified in order to maintain
its governance, and the economic recession and the increasing heavy social burden have become a negative
factor restricting the spread of poetry.

Key words: anti—Japanese war; southwest rear; spread of new poetry; publishing industry; newspapers and

periodicals
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