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The Function of Local Knowledge in the Service of Social Work for Rural Left—behind
EldeHy
LIU Xiao-Li
(School of Politics and Law, Jinggangshan University, Ji’ an 343009,China)

Abstract: Effective participation of social work in the care service system for the rural left—behind elderly
is closely related to the local knowledge. According to the theory of local knowledge, the social work service
of the rural left—behind elderly can be regarded as a scientific practice based on a certain knowledge, which
includes general knowledge and local knowledge, general methods and local methods. Local knowledge is an
important limiting factor for the development of social work for the elderly in rural areas, and social workers
need to recognize the local knowledge that affects the social work services and respect the status and value
of local knowledge, giving its full play to the comprehensive, operative and reflective function in the service
process. The scientific knowledge theory of social work and the local knowledge of rural areas serve as the
basis for the social work of the elderly in rural areas. This action process is an important part of the
scientific practice of localization of social work in China. It is the continuous production and defense process
of local knowledge and local methods of rural social work in China.

Key words: local knowledge; rural left—behind elderly; social work; function (WAEREE. 6 LE)



