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The Innovation of Ren by Tan Shitong
TANG Chun—-yu
(School of Philosophy and Religion, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: Based on the theory of Ren in traditional Confucianism, Ren Theory in Tan Shitong aimed at
self—innovation and integration of western and Chinese culture, forming a new Ren Theory with universal
value. Taking ether as the ontology in the natural science of Western world, Tan’ s Ren Theory strived to
promote and modify the Chinese philosophical category Ren into spiritual ontic. It innovated Ren ontology
through the combination of ether with Ren. In addition, Tan considered mind force as the ways for the
realization of Ren, in which Ren can regulated and guided mind force with Ren as value orientation. Mind
force can play an active role for social crisis. Tan’ s new Rentology, based on the innovative interpretation
of Ren in Confucianism, is a new philosophy with era characteristics, a new Confucianism with multi —
perspective, a new Humanology with world caring. Tan’ s Rentology formed a new system of cognition and
practice, aiming at criticizing the old moral outlook and class order.

Key words: Tan Shitong; Rentology; ether; mind force
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