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On Refusal of Jia Yi by Emperor Wen of Western Han Dynasty
PENG Li-hua
(School of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081,China)
Abstract: Jia Yi, an outstanding stateman of the early Western Han Dynasty, proposed a series of useful
and far-reaching political policies, but Emperor Wen did not put him in a crucial position of the core
official —group in his empire. Emperor Wen’ s refusal could be explained as follow. First, Jia’s proposals
have damaged the interests of the core official —group and could not meet the demand of tributary system
between central government and local vassals. Secondly, Emperor Wen, a king with the limited power, who
became the emperor with the help of government core official —group, could not implement the Jia Yi’ s
policies. Under the strong political pressure, Emperor Wen had to appoint Jia Yi Grand Preceptor of King
Changsha. Three years later Jia Yi was promoted as Grand Preceptor of King Lianghuai.
Key words: Jia Yi;Emperor Wen of Western Han Dynasty; limited imperial power; power reduction of vas-
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