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Construction of Poetic Language in Changshiji by Hu Shi
DENG Wei
(School of Chinese Literature and Journalism, Chongqing Technology and Business University, Chongqing
400067)
Abstract: The process and exploration of poetic language and form in Chinese early vernacular poetry in
May Fourth Period were displayed in Hu Shi’  Changshiji. In the pursuit of Poem, language and form as the
core issues, Hu Shi made constant efforts to write new Poems. He attempted to prove that Chinese vernacular
poetry was better than classic Chinese poetry in language and form, defining New Poem in form and art. Hu
Shi’ s trial reflects a fresh process with distinctive characteristic of the evolution of substitution and
development between new and old elements. It is a progress of sublation. Some poems in Hu Shi’ s
Changshiji display a simple narration with coherent meaning and deep images. The Chinese vernacular new
poem is formed with the harmonious relationship between language and its representation.

Key words: Hu Shi; Changshiji; poetic language; form
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