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Study of Sacrifice—offering of Zhu Xi in his Viewpoint of “WU SI QI MIE”
SHI Lei
(Department of Marxism of Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550018, China; Department of Philosophy,
Hefei 230012, China)

Abstract: The relationship between Li (Reason) and Qi (Regulation) in Zhu Xi’ s philosophy acts as
the theoretical foundation of his sacrifice—offering view and Ghost—and—God view, in which Zhu Xi holds the
view that Reason could give birth to Regulation and when Reason dies, the Regulation will disappear. In
Zhu Xi’ s view, the death of a human being leaves nothing to act as the material texture of ghost or soul,
which denies the traditional Confucius’ view that a human being could become a ghost after his death. Zhu
Xi, who makes great challenges to the Confucius sacrifice —offering viewpoint, proposes that reasonable
sacrifice—offering could make Reason give birth to Regulation, or vice versa. Therefore, Zhu Xi’ s view of
the Birth of Reason and Death of Regulation plays a dominant role among his Ghost—and-God view and
sacrifice—offering view, which leaves ambiguities to later generations.
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