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Moral Philosophy of Engineering Ethics—Duty, Justice and Virtue
MENG Fang, FAN Rui-ke
(School of Marxism of Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang, 050043, China)

Abstract: Modern engineering has created unprecedented material civilization for our life. It seems that we
are living in  “the second nature” constructed by modern engineering. On the other hand, the systematic
development of modern engineering, the extension of technological innovation and deepening of industrial
civilization trigger an in—depth thought on the ecological environment. Currently, most scholars focus on the
ethical practice while ignoring the exploration of moral philosophy of modern engineering at metaphysical
plane. The moral philosophy could provide theoretical premise and realistic base for modern engineering
ethics and construct its logic standpoint and value base. The basic foundation of engineering ethic lies in the
cooperation of the shared engineering communities, each shouldering its own responsibilities and performing
its own services to reduce risks and lower the probabilities of accidents. To seek for justice and to uphold
and practice virtue are the social purpose and final value of engineering ethics respectively, which are also
the ways for the realization of individual happiness.

Key words: engineering ethics; duty; justice; virtue



