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On the War for Moral Principles in Tongren in Book of Change
ZHENG Lan—gong
(School of Politics of National Defense University of People’s Liberation Army, Shanghai 201602,China)

Abstract: War in ancient times was “a great event in the country” . Confucius said, “The great events of
the country are sacrificing and raging.” As can be seen that in ancient times, war was regarded as a major
event as important as sacrifice. Therefore, the two events are closely related. There are both sacrificing
rituals about war and oracles formed during sacrifice, which have enriched war wisdom in ancient times.
“Zhou Yi Tong Ren” set such an example, i.e. the title Tong Ren means the war fights for moral principles,
which symbolizes the nature of human beings. The interpretation of Tong Ren provides specific clues for the
understanding of Mencius’  “righteous war” and for the exploration of war wisdom in ancient times.

Key words: Tongren; Book of Change; war for moral principles
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