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Evolution of the General Title Hereditary System and the System Cultural Identity of
Northern Wei Dynasty
DUAN Rui-chao
(Library of Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract: The general title hereditary system, began at Emperor Mingyuan's Reign, was a unique officer-
appointment system in early Northern Wei Dynasty. By that system, the general titles were usually inherited
along with rank of nobility and took many features of the latter, indicating the nature of a rank-of-nobility-
based society. As a continuation of the earlier military -tribe system of Xianbei nationality led by Tuoba
family, the system brought great benefits to the military nobility groups. However, in the 16th year of Taihe
Reign, the system was terminated by Emperor Xiaowen, as fruit of the Emperor's efforts in centralization of
authority and adaptation to Han customs, also as an inevitable consequence of conscription system. Excluded
of hereditary feature, the general title served primarily as a signal of military or official rank. Such a drastic
change signaled the decline of military nobility, maturity of bureaucratic system and growth of Northern Wei
society as an official -oriented society. From the changes we can see the evolution and leap-forward of the
system, which reveals cultural identity of Northern Dynasties.
Key words: general title; general title hereditary system; rank -of -nobility -based society; Northern Wei
Dynasty
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