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Achebe's " Intermediate Culture Conception: Seen from Things Fall Part
QIN Peng-ju
(Yulin Normal University, Yulin 537000, China)

Abstract: As " father of modern African Literature” , Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe takes a dialectical
and inclusive attitude toward cultures, which is featured in "' examining matters in an intermediate stand" .
Such a cultural choice is most profoundly reflected in his Things Fall Part which portrays local culture and
rejects colonial culture. Okonkwo, hero of the novel, falls apart because of his insistence on strong side of
the culture and because of his rejection of compromise and alteration, which form the underlying reason for
his tragedy. And his betray of traditional Igho culture leads to his failure. The " intermediate™ culture
concept of Achebe is result from the combination of the duality -inclining Igbo cultural tradition,
animistically religious African tradition and Heaven-human-in-one Eastern tradition. Besides, his personal
life experiences play vital roles. The " intermediate™ ideas of Achebe inspires skepticism of cultural
universality and meditations on common human nature, which is helpful for harmonious coexistence of
cultures and significant for heighten the status of eastern cultures.

Key words: Chinua Achebe; Things Fall Part; "intermediate™ Culture Conception
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The Academic Values of the Exegetic Studies in Yu Chang's Xiang Cao Jiao Shu
GUO Hai-yang
(School of Chinese Literature, Luoyang Normal University, Luoyang 471932, China)

Abstract: Yu Chang's Xiang Cao Jiao Shu (Exegetic Books of Yu's) contains large quantity of exegetic
and collation lingual corpus, in which the author shows proficiency in collating ancient Chinese classics
through exegetic explanations of characters. Much of the materials are still useful for the studies today. In
this paper, we examine the features of Yu Chang's collation practices in terms of word exegesis, character
scrutiny and literature collation, with side proofs of the founding by some scholars today. We find Yu's
studies academically valuable and pragmatically significant for lingual and literature studies.

Key words: Xiang Cao Jiao Shu; exegesis; collation
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