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On Rational Violence in Protest Actions
L1 De-man

(School of Marxism, Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics, Nanchang 330013, China)
Abstract: In the studies so far, violence in protest actions is regarded as outlet of irrational feelings. Such
point-of-view fails to explain the protest actions with violent behaviors in Chinese society. In individual and
collective protest actions in China there are a number of rationally planned violent behaviors which are used
as a rational instruments for realizing the protesters' interests. While ' displaying violence™ is often
adopted by individuals as an important means of protest, the ** rational violence" exists in collective
protests. The " displaying violence" and ™ rational violence" are result of protester's rational calculation
under conditions of social systems based on strong state power and highly responsible government. According
to such a theory, occurrence of violent-behavior-accompanied protest action is not necessarily a signal of
serious political crisis, but a call for more reasonable social governance measures.
Key words: protest actions; rational violence; displaying violence; responsible government

TALRA . BB



