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Textual Investigation of the Term ' Ding Jiang' in Fu Yi Ling of Tang Dynasty
PENG Li-hua

(School of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410008, China)
Abstract: The term " Ding Jiang"  (matured male worker and craftman) in the Fu Yi Ling (Decrees on

E:?r

Taxes and Covee) issued in Tiansheng Reign and the Tang edition should be understood as two groups: the
matured male who is engaged in agriculture and serves in common labor services and the matured craftmen.
In the decrees of Tang Dynasty, " Ding" and " Jiang" was put together as one name, which suggested
that craftmen had ascended from inferiority to status equal to the men engaged in agriculture. Such a
transition marked the legal and social status of craftmen ever since in Chinese history.

Key words: Ding Jiang; Fu Yi Ling; textual investigation; Tang Dynasty
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