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The Anti—Sanitation—Processing Unrest in Shanghai and Governmental Emergency
Control in Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic
FAN Cui-hua, WANG Hong-bin
(Department of History, Yancheng Normal University, Yancheng 224051 )

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic age, Shanghai Municipal Authority reformed the
mode of urban public environment and sanitation management. It opened public sanitation —processing
service and introduced contractors for the transportation and cleaning of excrement. However, such an effort
was resisted by traditional managers and transporters of excrement and peasants. In view of the situation, the
local government took efforts for preventive cautions, on-site control and aftermath management. Though the
government was exposed to failure in locking on the rioters, underestimation of reform resistance, insufficient
publicity and low work efficiency, it by large contained the anti-sanitation—processing unrest, owing to its
correct direction of reform, protection of the interests of the majority and mild method of control. The unrest
was birth pains in the modernization of urban public environment sanitation management which soon fade
out along with the readjustment of interest patterns.

Key words: sanitation processing service; mass disturbances; emergency control; excrement transporters;
Shanghai
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