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In the 3rd year of his majesty the great king
Jitugha Vasmana, the Devaputra, the 1st month,
12th day, at that time, at this date, there is a man
called Palg’;e belonging to the kilme of the ogu
Pumﬁyaéa and Jaysa. He arose and they sold a
woman called Argiyotéisaae to the rasuvamta Apta.
Palg’;e received as price of this woman a camel
seven years old. They agreed on equal terms. They
made a decision in front of witnesses. The penalty
(for both
parties). They cut the string. They gave the o["du]va

(for violating the agreement) is similar

ga of a kapala camel. On that point they agreed to a
like penalty. Whoever should want to alter this

agreement at a future time, they fixed a similar
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penalty (for each), (a fine of) one vito horse and

seventy blows. The witnesses were the monk
Priyosa, Panag;ara (?), and KViﬁaéa. They made a
settlement.

Note: The meaning of the words kapala and

o[ "du]va?a is obscure. [+
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A Study of the Kharosthi Document No. 209
ZHANG Jing, ZHANG Ya—jun
(Department of Social Science, Shannxi University of Chinese Medicine, Xi‘an 712046, China)

Abstract: Kharosthi Document No. 209 is a letter of agreement on human sales, which reflects the
existence of human trafficking in southern Xinjiang area in 3rd to Sth centuries. The agreement was
concluded on basis of equity and with witnesses and special ceremony of string breaking. The payment for
the human under sales are collectible through money or material goods. The material goods qualified for
payment include animals, grains and fabrics, and the money include gold coins, Drachma and Muli bills.
Penalty for agreement breaching include material fines and physical penalty, for purposes of constraints of
breaching and protection of the legal rights of the agreement—abiding party.

Key words: Kharosthi Document; human sales agreement; social problem
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