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Comprehensive Measurement and Evolution Trend of Urban-rural Gap in China
Today: based on province-level panel data between 2003 and 2013
ZHAO Wei, WANG Li-qiang

(School of Economics and Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)
Abstract: This paper sets up an index system for measurement of urban-rural gap in China today, and
makes measurements and assessment of the gaps through global principal components analysis (GPCA)
method and analyzes the evolution trend of the gap through threshold regression. The research finds that
urban—rural gaps in different Chinese regions has been remarkably narrowed from 2003 to 2013. The gap
was narrowed to different extents in various regions, and economically developed area apparently better than
economically underdeveloped region. The economic development level has a non-linear influence on urban—
rural gap, which turns at points of GDP per capita of RMB 9295 and GDP per capita RMB 28843. In the
first stage, economic development tends to enlarge the gap, and in the second stage it apparently narrows the
gap, while in the third stage the narrowing extent is certainly diminished. In 2011 China completely
surpassed the " Inverse U" inflection, after which the urban-rural gap has been in constant narrowing
trend.

Key words: urban—rural gap; GPCA; threshold regression
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EEMIX 2003 £ Z 2013 F£H S ZHEEH/H
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

LR -0.12989 0.10416  0.31775  1.46619  0.20636  0.15612  0.01895 -0.08852 -0.27191 -0.36496 —-0.41998
Jemt -0.29884 -0.77114 -0.86287 -0.87312 -0.76548 -0.80679 -0.80595 -0.88252 -0.8098 -0.80203 -0.77711
binye: -0.96264 -0.82669 -0.83095 -0.62294 -0.76507 -0.25808 -0.31517 -0.3835 -0.52441 -0.60173 -0.5888
HA 0.64221  0.69823  1.16036  1.20578  1.25078  0.78571  0.58761 027442  0.23213  0.15766 -0.02479
IR -0.18094 -0.21322 -0.14324  0.12895 0.4792 0.17711  0.41942 049474 -0.17935 -0.17156 -0.07852
i) 1.27415  0.65347  0.89364 290368  0.56428  0.76479  0.53529 051608  0.02875 -0.06851 -0.2071
il 1.80664  1.78396  1.13827  1.25774  1.01591 1.01146 090863  0.80418  0.47771  0.37416  0.14839
jiAE] -0.18104 -0.56621 -0.03067 -0.26967 -0.15154 -0.19975 -0.25833 -0.11997 -0.07364 -0.28526 -0.34104
L -0.61993 -0.64697 -0.34745 -0.47432 -0.42287 -0.41506 -0.40754 -0.17727 -0.36508 -0.42707 -0.46555
TR 0.1564 0.1864 -0.01842 -0.00813 0.12487 -0.11048 -0.12478 0.01541 -0.2586  -0.3263 -0.45266

BIpil. -0.57517 -0.46209 -0.57854 -0.56517 -0.71088 -0.89868 -0.85023 -0.74916 -0.88937 -0.97641 -0.9217
Wi -0.28189 -0.34028 -0.12084 0.44023 -0.21507 -0.31265 0.07758  0.24881 -0.45192 -0.58349 -0.76699
Wirs 0.61905  0.58704  0.68776  0.56533 0.6166 0.46216 0.4497 0.56516  0.30225  0.25639  0.12467
AR -0.64869 -0.21954 -0.04762 -0.21864 -0.53826 -0.72441 -0.76242 -0.76756 -1.00455 -0.89866 —-0.59371
LR -0.98512 -0.91819 -0.71377 -0.54606 -0.56435 -0.38172 -0.49312 -0.47756 -0.83879 -0.81687 -0.8625
PN -0.47154 -0.38635 -0.44804 -0.33555 -0.30942 -0.39305 -0.54897 -0.4916 -0.61589 -0.71923 -0.73428
fiy -0.59169 -0.8942 -0.86082 -0.87951 -0.28515 -0.76369 0.11249  0.59074 -0.62087 -0.7229 -0.94734

W5 069916 091081  0.48001 039136 045973  0.35913  0.28009 0.2421  -0.01677 0.03645 -0.11025
TH -0.00005 0.07955 0.61282  0.80226  0.40964  0.67104  0.47749  0.27071 0.0099  -0.00679 -0.04401
Hig 0.63879  0.65684  0.92208  1.13233  1.19422  0.44433 0.32652 035172  0.16468 -0.53389 -0.05105
AR -0.55797 -0.36187 -0.33464 -0.25539 -0.28349 -0.2668 -0.34157 -0.35001 -0.52698 -0.58527 -0.58034
L7 0.12663  0.04251  0.08066  -0.0202 -0.08297 -0.06997 -0.02933 0.09034  0.03295 -0.01631 0.02768
[Sqit) 0.79931  0.72308  0.92137  0.79106  0.61261  0.47284  0.40066  0.23405 -0.104  -0.15376 -0.22783
ki -1.0593 -0.96475 -0.96887 -0.91387 -0.77041 -0.72621 -0.74614 -0.74967 -0.982  -0.9483 -0.89959
Pl 0.71427 -0.09354 -0.04693 0.05585  0.05419 -0.17901 -0.14657 -0.30275 -0.55241 -0.41082 -0.47814
K -1.08218 -0.88978 -0.9118 -0.86148 -0.64291 -0.5742 -0.73706 -0.84152 -1.05508 -1.04625 -1.0716
i 2.2892 2.13907 1.4506 0.48657  0.98682  1.16572  1.35331 1.72281 1.48337  0.80323  0.52002
s 1.01928  0.70529  0.94571  0.61072  1.18558  0.46938  0.34663 031072 -0.27349 -0.02889 -0.23427
paya] 141158  1.54191  2.19367  1.80588  2.06237  1.50897  1.29935  1.24206  0.98006  0.69341  0.62287
Wit -1.20211 -1.06385 -0.98619 -0.88021 -0.91572 -0.60417 -0.5371 -0.21621 -0.90194 -0.92302 -1.02654
EIR 1.71823 227786  1.55339  1.33749  0.66758  0.51747  1.06801  0.80016  0.03043 -0.32649 -0.34334






