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A Pragmatical Examination of "' X You Le Y" Format
LIU Bing—cheng

(School of Humanities, Jinggangshan University, Ji‘an 343009, China)
Abstract: Through comparisons between oral and written language, headline and non-headline register as
well as relevant structures, this paper examines the format " X You Le Y" in terms of its pragmatical
features of mood type, information structure, subject theme nature, emotion, register, presumptive structure
and pragmatical effects. It is believed that " simplicity—orientation" tend to prevail over " complexity" . In
type of mood, the format is declarative and affirmative. " You Le" carries abundance of information which
usually contain a process of event evolution. The information structure of the format is " given information+
You Le+ new information" , in which the " new" is the focus in focus. " X" is highly thematic. In oral
language, " You Le" can be put at end of a sentence, but not so in headline register. " You Le" is often
followed by pejorative new person or things as expression of desirable or positive result or realization of
expected goal. The pragmatical mechanism of the format is principle of economy and theory of metonymy.

Key words: " X You Le Y"; information structure; pragmatical mechanism
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