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Lao Sheng: Historical Expression and Self-Repetition
ZHOU Xian-bo
(School of Literature and Media, Suihua University, Suihua 1520002, Ching;
Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)
Abstract: Jia Pingwa's novel Lao Sheng, published in 2014, have attracted lots of praises. However, a close
reading of the novel show some obvious weakness. First, the literal repetition of Shan Hai Jing renders the
novel somewhat ambiguity which was alien to the major story; second, the embedded history in the novel
makes the work a platform for circular historical perspective and prevents it from more profound insights and
imagination; third, the novel shows crack and contradict in narrative perspective which lowers the
smoothness and articulation of the narrative forms and brings about ambiguity in narrative effect; last, the
presentation of two fundamental characters, Singer and Kuang San, is offset by the unnecessary omissions in
key plots. And there is contradicts between the Singer's behaviors and his given social identity, which is a
result from the author's preference of mythical subject as well as his artistic negligence.
Key words: Lao Sheng; historical expression; self-repetition
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