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The Social Characteristics of Diploma-bearing New Citizens in China’s Urban-Rural
Integration Surge
ZHU Zhen-ya
(School of Business, Jinggangshan University, Ji‘an 343009, China)

Abstract: In the urban-rural integration surge, many diploma-bearing citizens inflow into cities. They
display eight major social characteristics. As the " child of peasant" , they are characterized in emotional
belonging to countryside, psychological rural acceptance, rural living habits and personal communication
with rural area. At mean time, as the " first generation in city" they face higher costs of urban settlement,
possess better advantages in social resources and work at area adjacent to their hometown. Besides, this
group as a mix of " the rural" and" the urban™ play more active roles in city -to-village -feedback
efforts. Those characteristics of the diploma-bearing new citizens provide important emotional and physical
basis for consolidating and facilitating China's urban-rural integration process.

Key words: urban-rural integration; diploma-bearing new citizen; child of peasants; first generation in city;
social characteristics
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