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Ritual Archery: For Self-reflection and Moral Observation
CHENG Shou-yong
(Department of Philosophy, Huaiyin Normal University, Huai'an 223300, China)

Abstract: Ritual archery (Li She) is a Chinese —-unique culture tradition. It was held in different
procedures according to the identity of the summoners, the places and the purposes. Through certain ritual
formalities, the activities were conferred by Confucians with special functions such as moral observation,
talent selection, self -reflections, against which traditional Chinese intelligentsia judged themselves. In
addition, ritual archery contains artistic aesthetic implications. Though the functions of ritual archery
proposed by Confucians were hard to be totally realized, they shed lights on us with such cultural spirits as
combination of morality and talents, moral self -reflection, body -soul integration, awareness of possible
adversity and concern of both goodness and beauty.

Key words: ritual archery; self-reflection; moral observation; cultural spirits
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