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On Mao Zedong’s View of Mass Compassion and its Anxiety of Modernity
DAI Hong—kai
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430000, China)

Abstract: As a leader with deep compassion toward the mass people, Mao Zedong in all his life kept deep
feeling with lower class folks. Such feelings consist of five dimensions, i.e., sympathy, respect, appreciation;
savior and service. Interwoven and internally related with such feeling, his compassion of mass laid
foundations for his mass—line and to certain extent determined his understanding and decisions of China’s
social problems. That’s why, after the foundation of the People’s Republic, Mao Zedong was entrapped in
heavy anxieties when facing the problems of modernity that political power got wrongly used through China’s
social modernization process and the mass people were rapidly pushed to the fixed bottom, peripheral in the
Republic’s economic and social structures.

Key words: Mao Zedong; mass compassion; anxiety of modernity
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